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Red Star Over Indochina 
By Nevin Gussack 

The communist attempt to conquer all of Indochina from the 1940s until the 1970s could 
be characterized by three factors: 

1) Conscription of Western and American leftists to demoralize the home front and 
disseminate propaganda on behalf of the communist enemy. 

2) Constant military buildup of the North Vietnamese armed forces, even in violation of 
the Geneva Accords. 

3) The subversion of South Vietnamese and other noncommunist Indochinese nations. 

4) North Vietnam (later Vietnam) working part and parcel with the USSR in promoting 
international revolution. 

5) Absorption of American technology and military equipment as a consequence of the 
Nixon-Kissinger betrayal and leftwing subversion. 

The North Vietnamese/Viet Minh laid out a psychological warfare strategy during their 
struggle against the French and their Vietnamese supporters. Such a propaganda and 
psychological warfare campaign conducted by the Vietnamese Communists (called the Viet 
Minh during the period of the war against the French and their Indochinese allies) helped 
accelerate the defeat of the French forces and their Vietnamese allies. In 1946, top Vietnamese 
Communist Truong Chinh noted “ Concerning our foreign policy what must our people do? We 
must isolate the enemy, win more friends. We must act in such a way that the French 
people... will actively support us... that all peace loving forces in the world will defend us and 
favor the aims of our resistance. ..The French people and soldiers should oppose the war by 
every means: oppose the sending of troops to Indochina, oppose military expenditure for the 
reconquest of Vietnam ...They should demand from the French government peaceful negotiations 
with the Ho Chi Minh government. The French soldiers in Vietnam should demand repatriation, 
protest against the setting up of a puppet government. North Vietnamese General Giap noted 
that “Our foreign policy was directed to winning the support of the people throughout the world, 
and particularly to influence the French public opinion against the war. ” North Vietnamese 
General Nguyen Van Hinh said “In fighting while negotiating, the side which fights more 
strongly will compel the adversary to accept its conditions. ” The French Communist Party 
(PCF) maintained links with the Viet Minh throughout the period of the First Indochinese War of 
1946 to 1954. The Party and its sympathizers sabotaged the war effort in France. Forty percent of 
weapons and supplies for French forces in Indochina were sabotaged before they reached their 
destination. The North Vietnamese and the PCF also cooperated in carrying out propaganda 
work among South Vietnamese students studying in Paris/ Over 25% of the French Parliament 
during the First Indochina War (1946-1954) was composed of Communists and this provided a 
liaison with the Viet Minh to provide valuable intelligence. The Viet Minh exploited the 
divisions within the French communities in Hanoi and Paris. French Communist mobs stoned 
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